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A strong 
foundation 
for life
Our pupils develop as 
balanced, accomplished 
individuals who can 
make a difference.

Academic excellence is the 
heart of the West Buckland 
education, not just in its own 
right, but because it opens 
doors in pupils’ lives. 

At West Buckland pupils gain 
the confidence to believe 
in themselves and in what 
they can achieve, as well as 
acquire the skills necessary 
to make the most of future 
opportunities. Thus they do 
not just enjoy their time here, 
they thrive and excel. West 
Buckland also emphasises the 
importance of having a sense 
of duty, an awareness of right 
and wrong and a respect for 
others, to be ambitious with 
a clear sense of purpose and 
a balanced view of life. Our 
pupils resist the temptation 
to play safe or go with the 
flow.  They dare to blaze new 
trails and, through reflective 
appraisal, they change 
expectations.

You are warmly invited to visit 
us and meet the pupils and staff 
who are the beating heart of  
the school.

Phillip Stapleton 
Headmaster 
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We aim to provide a challenging and exciting curriculum for all our students.

While the National Curriculum influences our work, we take full advantage of  
our independence to provide wide ranging and stimulating experiences for our 
children. From Year 7 pupils study Physics, Chemistry and Biology as separate 
sciences and all students are encouraged to learn modern languages, with  
many studying two languages to GCSE and A-level.  

Pupils benefit from many excellent facilities designed to empower their  
learning. The new Michael Morpurgo Library provides an outstanding  
learning environment for all ages, with an upstairs study area dedicated  
to the use of our Sixth Form students.

Students from overseas receive individual support from the English as an 
Additional Language department.  A mixture of individual, group and self-access 
courses ensures that students make rapid progress and are able to study the 
whole curriculum in English. The Learning Support department provides 
support for children with specific learning needs and advice for  
subject specialist teachers to enable them to work  
successfully with all children across the curriculum.

Academic 
excellence
Learning for achievement, learning 
for pleasure, learning for life.
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Our students enjoy impressive sporting facilities, centered on the Jonathan Edwards 
Sports Centre.  This includes a first class fitness suite and full size sports hall, equipped 
for a wide range of sports and has capacity for basketball, four badminton courts, four 
cricket nets, indoor tennis, hockey and netball, and five-a-side football.

Outdoor sports facilities include cricket, rugby and football pitches, an all-weather 
hockey pitch, sixteen tennis courts, two shooting ranges, an obstacle course,   
a nine-hole golf course and a 25m indoor swimming pool.

In addition to an extensive fixture list for rugby, hockey, netball, cricket, basketball  
and tennis, we also offer coaching and competition in cross-country, athletics, 
swimming, shooting and squash.

The Exmoor Run, which has been an annual cross-country run for over 150 years,  
is an exciting event for the school and a highlight of the Spring Term.

Physical challenges are not restricted to the sports field.  Our Outdoor Learning 
department provides opportunities to climb, kayak, surf and trek both in North Devon 
and far beyond.  We enter multiple teams into the famous ‘Ten Tors’ expedition  
on Dartmoor and support impressive numbers of students through their Bronze,  
Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards.

From Year 9, pupils are able to join the Combined Cadet Force, engaging  
in activities from flying and sailing to shooting, camping and first aid.

Developing active minds, 
promoting active lives
West Buckland has a long and established 
tradition in sport and outdoor learning.
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“The curriculum is excellent 
and pupils’ extra-curricular 

achievements are of a very 
high quality.”

Independent Schools Inspectorate



06  A LEADER IN THE ARTS



The 150 Building is a superb statement of the school’s 
commitment to creativity with facilities that rival the best in 
the country. There are three art studios, a print workshop, 
a photographic dark room and a kiln.  Our artists regularly 
visit galleries and embark on field trips and benefit from 
working alongside an Artist in Residence from whom they 
gain inspiration and advice.  

Design and Technology students work in two first class 
workshops together with a dedicated ICT room. They  
have opportunities to employ a wide range of media and 
cutting-edge techniques.

The 150 Building also houses a fine studio theatre, used 
extensively for curriculum drama and rehearsals.  In 
addition to a number of our pupils embarking on LAMDA 
exams and specialist speech and drama lessons, we 
encourage as many students as possible to take part in 
the house drama festival, which calls upon their directorial, 
production and script writing skills as well as acting.

The lively, vibrant Music department runs a wide range of 
junior and senior choirs, orchestras, jazz and concert bands 
and chamber groups.  These, together with student-led rock 
groups have numerous opportunities to perform throughout 
the year within and outside of school.  

Pupils are encouraged to try a wide range of instruments 
before embarking on their musical journey, under the 
watchful eye of our team of visiting music teachers who 
provide instrumental and singing lessons. 

A leader
in the arts
The performing and creative 
arts are of great significance 
at West Buckland and we 
set high standards which our 
students constantly exceed.
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08  ISI REPORT

Parker’s Sixth Form House 150 Building - Art, Design and Drama Theatre Michael Morpurgo Library



“Pupils fully appreciate their 
education and take great 

pride in being members of 
a very happy school.”

Independent Schools Inspectorate

The perfect environment 
for learning and discovery
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Michael Morpurgo Library



10  A CARING COMMUNITY

“ Boarders enjoy life in their 
 houses and feel at home 
 amongst friends and with 
 staff who support them 
 in their everyday lives.”

 Independent Schools Inspectorate



A caring community
Students thrive in a caring and comfortable community.

Our extensive daily bus service is free to Senior School 
pupils but many families take advantage of the flexi, 
weekly and full boarding opportunities we provide. 
Boarders benefit not only from easy access to sport and 
study facilities but also from the care they receive from our 
team of dedicated Houseparents.  Boarding does not aim 
to replace family life; it supplements and strengthens it. 

Christian practices and values are part of the school’s  
life but students of all faiths, or none, are welcomed  
and encouraged.

Boarding can provide valuable preparation for independent living at 
university and beyond.  Boarders in Years 7 – 11 enjoy a close community in 
Boyer and Bamfylde, our single-sex boarding houses, whilst our exceptional 
new Sixth Form co-educational facility, Parker’s, provides 70 single, ensuite 
bedrooms, kitchens and a variety of vibrant social areas.
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Day and boarding pupils: 

Pastoral care is a vital element in the success of our pupils’ 
education - students will thrive in a happy environment 
where they feel well-known and well cared for.

Every pupil belongs to one of our four ‘houses’ and 
are members of a tutor group which meets daily.  
Housemasters and Housemistresses work closely with 
tutors to ensure that the children’s welfare is monitored 
as carefully as their academic progress and that 
communication between school and home is effective.



The Sixth Form is the pinnacle of school life and we 
encourage our students to express their own views, think 
independently, develop their own ideas and gain the 
confidence to succeed in life beyond school.

Students will choose to study A-levels from a range of 
subjects and achieve strong results which invariably 
places the school amongst the highest performing in the 
South West. 

The opening of Parker’s, our new Sixth Form house, has 
created a friendly and welcoming community giving a 
distinct identity to the West Buckland Sixth Form. The new  
Michael Morpurgo Library also has a dedicated study area 
for Sixth Formers, providing an ideal working environment  
for A-level study and preparation for university.

Future ready
Sixth Formers have the opportunity to serve as prefects, 
arrange social events, organise charity events, engage in 
community service, lead clubs and societies, coach and 
mentor younger pupils.

Boarding is a truly exciting prospect in the Sixth Form.  
Many pupils choose to board and various full, weekly and 
flexi boarding options are available, designed to meet the 
needs of busy students and parents.

All students are provided with extensive higher education 
and careers advice.  Every year our students apply, and 
gain entry, to a range of courses at universities in the UK 
and around the world.
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Sixth Form and beyond:

“ I joined West Buckland in Year 12.  In my 
 two years I was provided with countless 
 opportunities and the school helped me develop 
 ideas for my future and to achieve the grades 
 required for my chosen course at university.  
 Importantly, West Buckland left me with great 
 memories and invaluable friendships.”

 Ella, former student
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They both have their own site adjacent to the Senior 
School, benefiting from its excellent facilities, including 
the Michael Morpurgo Library, swimming pool and art 
studios.  We have created an atmosphere that is secure, 
exciting and dynamic because we believe that happy 
children feel free to explore, discover and learn. Children 
need to enjoy their childhood, but they also need to 
be challenged and have a wide range of opportunities 
available to them. 

West Buckland Nursery and 
Preparatory School
West Buckland’s Nursery and Preparatory School provide an 
excellent start for children between the ages of three and eleven.

Most of our pupils learn musical instruments and many 
take part in bands, choirs, orchestras and ensembles.  

Our sports teams compete with schools and clubs in 
Devon and beyond and there is a wide array of clubs 
and activities that the children can take part in.  Please 
contact us if you would like a copy of our Preparatory 
School prospectus.

14  NURSERY & PREP SCHOOL



Supporting our long term development is the West Buckland Foundation.  
It raises funds for capital projects and for bursaries to enable the school to 
provide opportunities for children whose families would not otherwise be 
able to send them to this school.

All parents are members of the Parents’ Association which organises 
many enjoyable events throughout the year and also raises funds for a 
number of projects each year.  Former pupils in the UK and around the 
world enthusiastically support the Old West Buckland Association.

Together, these groups provide a great deal of practical support for the 
school community and contribute in many ways to the richness of life at 
West Buckland.

The West Buckland School 
Foundation, OWBA and 
Parents’ Association
The West Buckland School community embraces far more 
people than just the current pupils, parents and staff.  
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16  GETTING TO KNOW US

“ Our children grasped every opportunity 
 available to them and in return grew in self-
 confidence: Ten Tors, sport and more sport, 
 the Exmoor Run, drama, music, leadership 
 roles, friends and academic achievements 
 which enabled them to go to top universities.” 
 Lucy and Jeff Lancaster - parents



Open Days are normally held in May and October and provide  
an opportunity to look around the school, ask questions and meet  
staff and pupils. 

Personal visits and taster days are also encouraged and we look 
forward to welcoming you to West Buckland.

To arrange a visit at a time to suit you, please contact us on  
+44 (0) 1598 760281 or by email: admissions@westbuckland.com

Getting to 
know us
A good starting point for more information 
is our website, www.westbuckland.com. 
However, the best way to decide if West 
Buckland is right for you and your children 
is to come for a visit. 
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“ We think the school is a 
 hidden gem, in a stunning 
 location, and we like 
 the kind of people West 
 Buckland turns out – 
 well-rounded, respecting 
 others and confident” 
 Carol and Tim Baker - parents
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